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Ekka’s Country Music Showdown Competition 
presented by Ringers Western
When: 9am-6pm August 18
Where: XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Grill (O-6) 
The Country Music Showdown Competition presented by Ringers 
Western has been helping to launch the careers of Queensland’s up 
and coming country artists for the past five years.

Budding music stars will have the chance to share in $10,000 worth of 
cash and prizes, that will help excel their Nashville dreams. 

Artists aged 12 years and over will get the ultimate music experience, 
performing to Ekka crowds backed by Brisbane based live band 
Southwest.

Judging the competition will be Dan Biddle from the Country Music 
Association of Australia, Cecil Coleman from Native Tongue Music 
Publishing, Joel Edmondson from QMusic (Open class only), country 
music star Adam Brand (Junior class only) and Johnno Keetels from 
Universal Music Australia. 

A win in this competition means a boost to an artist’s music career, 
with last year’s junior winner Blake O’Connor recently touring Australia 
with country music couple Brooke McClymont and Adam Eckersley on 
their Highway Sky Tour and releasing a self-titled EP later this year.

Top prizes include a Taramalin Sound Package and $1,500 cash prize 
for competitors in the open category (17 years and older) and Troy 
Cassar-Daly scholarship to the Tamworth Academy of Country Music 
2019 for those in the junior competition (12 to 16 years). 

You’ll also find past Country Music Showdown winners performing at 
XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Grill over the 10 days of show including:

Shotgun Shae - 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm August 10 & 17

Cassi Marie Hilbers - 11am, 12pm & 1pm August 10 & 17 

Heath Milner - 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm August 13 & 16 

Felicity Kircher - 11am, 12pm & 1pm August 14 

Downtown Duo - 2pm, 3pm, 4pm & 5pm August 14 

Multicultural Plaza Music Stage ( I-13) 

Queensland Police Pipes and Drums
When: 1pm August 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 & 17
With their powerful presence, Queensland Police Pipes and Drums will 
perform on the Multicultural Plaza Music Stage throughout Ekka.  

Long celebrated as one of Australia’s finest pipe bands, these 
musicians are the professional face of the Queensland Police Service 
at ceremonial and community events. 

Australian Army Band Brisbane
When: 11am, 12pm & 8pm August 10, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16 & 18; 11am & 12pm August 19
The Australian Army Band Brisbane is sure to rock out tune after tune 
at Ekka, with performances from their jazz, acoustic, rock and ten 
piece group. 

As one of the finest military bands in Australia, the band has been 
entertaining crowds since 1949 with their diverse performance style. 

Lazy Leis
When: 8pm-9:30pm August 11 & 19
Using electric ukuleles, this unique band from the Gold Coast is sure to 
make Ekka goers smile with their island inspired set. 

Captain Dizzy, Handsome Doll, Vinny Vegas and First Mate Lucas will 

grace the Ekka stage for the very first time, with their electric ukuleles 
and tight harmonies bringing an original take on pop, rock and reggae 
classics.

The Lazy Leis have played on cruise ships across Australia, with their 
unique instrument choice and party pop motto sure to bring a feel 
good vibe to the show. 

QUBE Effect 
When: 2pm August 10; 3pm August 10, 12, 13 & 
16; 4pm August 14, 16 & 19; 5pm August 12 & 13 
The QUBE Effect is a music program run by Brisbane City Council, 
providing live performance and development opportunities for 
emerging and professional Brisbane musicians. 

Visible Ink Youth Artists Hub is a proud supporter of these local and 
emerging bands and continues to provide professional development 
opportunities including seven of the 2018 finalists taking to the stage 
at Ekka. 

The performers include People's Choice Winner Mufaro and the 
Barehouse and Best Original Song Winner, Harmon. 

XXXX Stockmen’s Bar And Grill (O-6) 

Smashing Bumpkins 
When: 8pm-late August 11 

The Smashing Bumpkins are a bush dance band based in Brisbane, 
combining simple dance step instruction with an energetic 
performance. 

The band is known for their bush dances, having set the Guinness 
World Record in 2014 for the world’s largest Madison dance (a line 
dance popular in the 1950s) when 1,155 people took part. 

Their inaugural performance at XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Grill is sure 
to get the crowd on their feet. 

Tuffy
When: 8pm-late August 17
Iconic Brisbane solo artist, Tuffy, is returning to the stage at Ekka, after 
his last performance in 2014. 

Having been a regular performer in Brisbane’s pub scene since the late 

80s, Tuffy has a world of experience and brings a party atmosphere to 
his shows. 

With concerts alongside guitarist Keith Urban in his early days, Tuffy is 
sure to be a hit when he belts out the country classics.

Brooke Schubert
When: 8pm-late August 10 & 18 
Country music favourite Brooke Schubert is returning to Ekka for a 
second year to perform at the XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Grill. 

Having toured with Australia’s country music heart throb Keith Urban, 
recorded in Nashville, released three EPs and been a contestant on 
television show The Voice AU, Brooke is no stranger to the spotlight. 

The Brisbane based singer will also MC the Ekka’s Country Music 
Showdown presented by Ringers Western. 

Technology And Fashion Precinct (G-13) 

GOLDHEIST - Hester Fraser 
When: 11am, 1pm & 2pm August 10-19; 12pm 
August 10, 14, 16, 17 & 19; 3pm August 11 & 13-19
With many original songs to her name, GOLDHEIST (aka Hester 
Fraser) is sure to impress the crowds during her Ekka debut. 

With a sold out album launch at the Sydney Opera House in 2017 and 
concert for Sydney’s VIVID Festival in 2018, GOLDHEIST will bring her 
floral wonderland and thought-provoking performances to the Ekka, 
entertaining the glittery crowds in the fashion precinct. 

One of her standout original songs is ‘The Camellia Tree,’ which she 
wrote following the death of her grandfather, the late Right Honourable 
Malcolm Fraser - a musical tribute to his life and legacy.

AROUND THE GROUNDS
Music on the Move presented by Heritage Bank
Music fans are invited to join in the fun as they follow the Music on the 
Move presented by Heritage Bank.

Marching bands from local schools and community groups, along 
with Queensland Police Pipes and Drums and the Australian Army 
Pep Band, will perform daily as they move in tune through the Ekka 
crowds.
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