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Visit Queensland’s Largest 

Classroom 
 

 
 
 
 
For ten days each year thousands of students leave the confines of the classroom to enjoy a 
memorable and unique hands-on learning experience in the largest classroom in Queensland. 
 
The RNA’s signature event, Ekka, remains the most anticipated occasion on the Queensland 
calendar, attracting close to 500,000 visitors annually.  In 2009 the public voted Ekka Number One 
in the Queensland Government’s Q150 Icons Poll, Festivals and Events Category. 
 
This guide outlines how an excursion to Ekka can link your students’ classroom learning to an 
exciting and interactive educational experience.  The RNA is committed to providing a first class 
educational program for schools.  
 
Whether you are teaching SOSE, Science, Technology, Visual and Performing Arts, Maths or 
English, a unique real world experience at Ekka will reinforce the theoretical concepts of your 
classroom.  
 
Ekka has a huge range of free, educational and interactive activities to nurture and cultivate 
learning.  Before you get to Ekka, log on to our website (www.ekka.com.au) to find out up-to-the-
minute information. 
 
This Guide will help you kick start your Show planning. Please read this guide and feel free to 
contact us with any questions you may have about bringing your school group to the Show. 
 
We hope that you and your students have a fantastic day at the Ekka and experience hands-on the 
wonderful activities we have on offer. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at Ekka 2010. 
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Ekka School Days  

Admission Prices 
 
 

Thursday and Friday, 5 and 6 August 2010 
Thursday and Friday, 12 and 13 August 2010 

 
 
Book your excursion on an Ekka School Day and the admission price for students will 
be $11.00 each.  
 

Complimentary Teacher Tickets 
 

·  For every ten (10) paying students - one adult is admitted free entry to Ekka on 
the day.  

 
On non Ekka School Days standard admission price applies for children (5 – 14 years) 
$14.00, student concession (14 years and over) $18.00 and Teachers are charged 
adult ticket price of $24.00.  
 
The RNA encourages students with special needs to attend Ekka. To assist schools in 
being able to provide adequate care for these students, the RNA will admit carers free 
of charge as required by student’s needs (up to a maximum of one carer per child). 
 
To arrange for your school to visit Ekka, please click here to download the following 
from the Ekka website: 

·  Ekka School Days Entry Only Group Booking form. 
·  Citytrans Group Booking form (2010 Ekka Train Travel). This form needs to 

completed if you are travelling by train. 
 
 
School groups must be pre-booked and tickets are on sale from 1 June 2010. Full 
payment must be received by Monday 26 July 2010.  

Bookings will not be accepted after this date. 

 
 
 

Book now for a great day out for everyone. 
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EDUCATION-BASED ACTIVITIES 
 
Every year a great deal of planning and hard work goes into making the iconic Ekka a 
magnificent event which engages all of Queensland.  Ekka is the longest running and 
largest public event in Queensland and this years’ 134th Show is no exception. 
 
A major part of the RNA’s Charter is its commitment to establishing and generating a 
learning and educational environment for school age children.  Ekka will play host to 
one of the largest and most prestigious exhibitions of animals in Australia.  Offering an 
educational experience linked to these exhibits is one of the core goals of the RNA. 
 
The educational highlights of this years’ program includes a range of activities to 
engage and interact: 
 
·  The Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail 
·  The Brisbane City Council’s Sustainable Home in the Woolworths Fresh Food 

Pavilion 
·  IKEA Education on Show – A colourful display of the best selected school work 

completed by Queensland school students addressing the Sustainability theme. 
·  Hand milking a cow in the Dairy Farmers Milking Barn 
·  Patting baby animals in the RACQ Insurance Animal Nursery 
·  Experiencing a lamb being born in the Sunny Queen Little Miracles Newborn Corner 
·  The new Animal Arena, with pony grooming, the Shepherd Allstars and more 
·  Talking to Farmers in the Beef Cattle Experience Pavilion 
·  Measuring a Horse in the Horse Breeds Expo 
·  Farrier and Blacksmithing demonstrations 
·  CBeebies Animal Walk 
·  Apiculture – Presentations and Tastings  
·  Fruit and Vegetable displays in the Brisbane Markets Agricultural Hall 
·  Live Shearing demonstrations 
·  Chicken Judging in the Poultry, Pigeons, Birds and Eggs Pavilion 
·  Billy Hyde Urban Upbeat School Bands Competition 
·  Heritage Building Society Community Stage – live performances 
·  Bush Poetry 
·  National Science Week Pavilion 
·  Digging up your very own 10 million year old Ammonite at the Dinosaur Dig in the 

National Science Week Pavilion 
·  Show Camp in the Education on Show Pavilion 
·  ENERGEX Race Around Ekka School Teams Film Competition 
·  The Agforce MEATing Centre and interactive talks 
·  Queensland Government Pavilion 
 
Other highlights include: 
 
Animals: 

·  Animal Boulevard 
·  Horse Breeds Expo 
·  Canine Competitions and demonstrations 
·  Poultry, Pigeons, Birds and Eggs Pavilion 
·  Fish, Feline and Puppy Pavilion 
·  Alpaca and Llama Breed display 
·  ENERGEX Community Arena Animal 

Competitions 
 
 



������� � �

TEACHERS’ 
EKKA 

 
 

Free Educational Presentations 
 
Each year there are a number of free educational presentations held for students of all 
ages to extend learning across all disciplines.  Bringing the country to the city, Ekka 
delivers the perfect environment to learn about Queensland’s primary industries and 
more in a unique environment.   
 

Some of these educational presentations include: 
·  Queensland Beekeepers Association Honey talks 
·  AgForces’s Cool Cows, Get Into Grains and Woolly Wonders 
·  Horse Breeds Expo daily demonstrations 
·  Feline Breeds talks 
·  Shearing Demonstrations at the Animal Arena 
·  Milking Demonstrations in the Dairy Farmers Milking Barn 
·  Brisbane Markets Kids in the Kitchen Cooking Classes 

 

A number of the presentations require pre-booking for class groups.  Visit the Learning 
Fun page on the Ekka Website to learn more. 
 
TITLE DESCRIPTION WHERE WHEN 
Honey Court  
 
(Pre-bookings 
essential. See 
Ekka website 
for more 
details) 

Honey coating - this 
educational experience will be 
a breeze for seasoned 
apiculture experts who will 
offer the buzz on all things 
bees - from honey to 
beekeeping to wax. 

Brisbane Markets 
Agricultural Hall 

10.45am  
11.45am 
12.15pm 
12.45pm 
1.15pm 
2.00pm 

Kids in the 
Kitchen 

Donning white hats this 
hands-on program teaches 
kids basic recipes they can 
cook. A professional chef 
takes children through such 
recipes as vegetarian pizza. 

Brisbane Markets  
Agricultural Hall 

11.00am 
12noon 
1.00pm 
2.00pm  (except 
first Thursday 
10am & 1 pm only 
last Saturday 
11.00  and 12noon 
only) 

Woolly 
Wonders 
(Pre-bookings 
essential. See 
Ekka website 
for more 
details) 

See a live shearing 
demonstration by a 
professional shearer and hear 
about how wool is grown, 
shorn by a shearer and made 
into durable soft fabric from 
wool fibre. 

The MEATing Centre 10.00am 

Get Into  
Grains! 
(Pre-bookings 
essential. See 
Ekka website 
for more 
details) 

Hear farmers tell you about 
the Queensland grain 
industry, Centre uncover what 
is a grain and why grains are 
so important for all 
Queenslanders and see how 
flour is made from wheat. 

The MEATing Centre 10.30am 

Cool C ows  
(Pre-bookings 
essential. See 
Ekka website 
for more 
details) 

Hear real Queensland cattle  
farmers talk about what it's 
like to live on a large cattle 
farm, how cattle are raised 
from calf to adult on a farm 
and learn about some of the 
important everyday things we 
use from cattle. 

The MEATing Centre 11.30am 

�
�
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Educational Presentations continued... 
TITLE DESCRIPTION WHERE WHEN 
Dairy 
Demonstration 

Educating students and urban 
dwellers as to where milk 
comes from is the focus of this 
demonstration. An interactive 
milking display will be followed 
by an ice-cream giveaway! 
 

Dairy Farmers Milking 
Barn,  
Animal Boulevard 

Daily  
10.30am 
11.30 am 
12.30pm 
1.30pm 
 2.30pm 
 3.30pm 

Shearing 
Demonstrations 

Don't miss this live shearing 
demonstration with a 
professional shearer showing 
how the wool is shorn from the 
sheep and where the wool 
goes to make wonderful 
garments for you to wear. 

Animal Arena Daily 11.00, 
12noon, 1.00, 
2.00, 3.00 
 
 

Beef Cattle 
Experience 

Discussing all things beef, a 
superintendent will explain the 
Boulevard different cuts of 
meat and what's involved to 
get a steak on the BBQ. 
Ultrasound of a pregnant cow 
[TBC] 

Animal Boulevard Daily 
9.30am 
11.00am 
12noon, 
1.00pm 
 2.30pm 
 4.00pm 

Horse Breeds 
Expo 

Daily Demonstrations 
 
 
Heath Harris Liberty Horse 
Display 

Animal Boulevard Daily from 9.00am 
until 5.00pm every 
half hour 
10am 
3pm 

Feline Breeds 
Talks 

Learn about all things feline 
and how to care for your furry 
friend. 

Animal Boulevard Daily 
11.00, 1.00, 3.00 

Chicken 
Judging 
Competition 

Four chickens will be pitted 
head-to-head in a people's 
choice competition to 
ascertain Queensland's 
favourite chicken. 

Animal Boulevard Daily 
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Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail  
 
Guiding visitors on an interactive and educational journey 
through Ekka, the Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail 
takes students around the Showgrounds to various Trail Points 
where they will experience hands-on learning and engage in 
activities to answer the relevant questions in their free activity 
workbook. 

 
You can pick up an Activity Booklet at any of the Brisbane 
City Council Ekka Learning Trail Points throughout the 
Showgrounds. 
 

The Trail is mostly suited to students from year three to ten.  
Building your excursion program around the Trail is a great 
way to see the educational aspects of the Ekka, while 
developing map reading skills and encouraging student 
participation. 
 

This year’s theme for the Ekka Learning Trail is 
Sustainability.  Students will have the opportunity to explore 
how industry is addressing this issue. Completing the Trail 
students will discover that the answer for living abundantly 
on a finite planet lies literally under their feet and all around 
them – in living soil, food webs, water cycles and energy 
from the sun. 
 

 
 

 
Traverse the Trail  
 
Win $1,000 for your school and $200 for you  
�
Students collect a free Ekka Learning Trail activity workbook. The book includes: 
 

·  A map on the back cover with the locations of each Trail Point 
·  Questions to answer and activities to complete at each of the Trail Points 

 
Once students have completed the Trail they return to the Bisbane City Council stand 
in the Woolworths Fresh Food Pavilion to enter the competition to win a major cash 
prize for their School. 
 
 
Cover Design Competition Winner 
 
Congratulations! Winner of the Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail cover design 
competition is Kayne Gibbons from Coomera State School.  Kayne’s winning design is 
the cover of the Activity Booklet.  See all the other colourful entries in the IKEA 
Education on Show display in the Ekka Emporium.  Watch out for the competition next 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 

�Win Great 
Prizes  for  

your  
School 
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Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail Map 
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Activities Outside of Ekka 

RNA Career and Training Expo  
 

Date:  Tuesday 3 August 2010 

Where:  Energex Community Arena 

Time:  9.30am – 2.00pm 

Cost:  Free with a complimentary sausage sizzle 

 
This is the only Career and Training Expo held in a rural environment in the centre of 
Brisbane. City students have the opportunity to meet with Country students and view 
the Schools Steer Judging Competition that takes place in the Energex Community 
Arena. The Expo provides students with: 
 

·  Access to current agribusiness students about their university courses  
·  Fresh produce sampling  
·  Opportunities to investigate Rural Employment (training, apprenticeships, 

colleges and universities)  
·  Hands-on demonstrations 

 
The RNA Career and Training Expo focuses on rural employment and training 
opportunities available to students. The Expo has a strategic focus on rural lifestyle and 
aims to address the misconceptions surrounding rural careers and training.   
 
Click here for a Booking form.   
 
 
2010 Confirmed Exhibitors :  

·  AgForce Queensland 
·  APM College of Business and 

Communication 
·  Australian Agricultural College Corporation 
·  Australian Agricultural Company 
·  Australian Meat Industry Council 
·  Bureau of Meteorology 
·  Gateway Schools for Manufacturing and 

Engineering 
·  North Australian Pastoral Company – NAPCO 
·  Queensland Beekeepers Association 
·  Queensland Fire and Rescue Recruitment Service 
·  Racing Queensland Limited 
·  Queensland Tourism Industry Council 
·  RSPCA Queensland’s Education Mobile Unit 
·  Rural Industry Training and Employment 
·  Rural Skills Australia 
·  Sarina Russo School Australia 
·  Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE 
·  Stanbroke Pastoral Company 
·  University of Queensland – Gatton Campus 
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PAVILION OPENING TIMES 
 EXHIBITOR THURS 5 +  

SAT 14 August 
FRI 6 TO FRI 13 
AUGUST 

AGRICULTURE PAVILION  
10.30am to 6.30pm 
(Thurs) 

9.00am to 5.00pm (Sat) 

9.00am to 7.00pm 

AUTOMOTIVE 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

BUILDING NO. 6 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

BUILDING NO. 11 

9.00am to 6.30pm 
(Thurs) 

9.00am to 7.00pm (Sat) 

9.00am to 7.00pm 

BUSHMANS TRADING POST  7.45am to 6.30pm 7.45am to 6.30pm 

CARNIVAL RIDES, GAMES, 
CANTEENS 

9.00am to Close, or as requested by the RNA 

9.00am to 6.30pm, Thursday 6 August only 

COMMERCE BUILDING 
GROUND 9.00am to 6.00pm 9.00am to 6.00pm 

COMMERCE BUILDING 
UPPER  

9.00am to 8.30pm 9.00am to 8.30pm 

CONCRETE SEAT SHOPS 9.00am to Close, or as requested by the RNA 

DAIRY INDUSTRY HALL 9.00am to 6.15pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

Ekka EMPORIUM 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

HOME & OUTDOOR LIVING 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

JOHN REID WOOL 
PAVILION 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

LIFESTYLE & LEISURE 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

MEAT HALL 9.00am to 7.15pm 9.00am to 8.00pm 

OUTSIDE STANDS 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

OUTSIDE STANDS – Alfresco 
Dining 9.00am to 8.00pm 9.00am to 8.30pm 

QUEENSLAND 
GOVERNMENT 9.00am to 6.30pm 9.00am to 7.00pm 

B105 SHOWBAG PAVILION 
9.00am to 6.30pm 
(Thurs) 

9.00am to 8.00pm (Sat) 

9.00am to 9.00pm 

WOOLWORTHS FRESH 
FOOD PAVILION 

9.00am to 6.30pm 
(Thurs) 

9.00am to 7.00pm (Sat) 

9.00am to 7.30pm 
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Getting to the Show 
By Bus 

There is a designated bus area on Gregory Terrace located between Bowen Bridge 
Road and Anderson Street.  This is a set down and pick up area (10 minutes only).  For 
further information you can contact Brisbane Transport CityTrans on (07) 3235 7370. 

 
·  Gregory Terrace, between Bowen Bridge Road and Anderson Street, will be 

designated a bus set down and pick up 10 minutes only. 
·  Gregory Terrace, between Anderson Street and Costin Street, to be BCC buses 

only. 
·  Bus pick up on Costin Street for Northey Street and City. 

By Train 
Arrive directly to Ekka in only 10 minutes from Central Station.  There is a loop service 
that leaves from Roma Street, Central and Brunswick Stations. Trains leave these 
stations every 10 minutes from 08.20am, returning frequently until 10.00pm 
 
Ticketing and service times advertised at:  
http://www.citytrain.com.au/events/special_events/special_events.asp#Ekka 
 
By Car 
 
Public Parking 

·  Public parking will be at premium during the period of the 2010 RQS and use of 
public 

·  transport is strongly recommended and shall be actively promoted. 
·  Parking is available at: 
·  Victoria Park, Bowen Hills (access via Herston Road). 
·  Operated by the Brisbane City Council. 
·  To operate from Monday, 20 July to Wednesday, 19 August 2009 inclusive. 
·  Parking for approximately 1,000 cars. 
·  Fortitude Valley State School, St Paul’s Terrace, Fortitude Valley 
·  Operated by the Fortitude Valley State School P & C Association. 
·  Parking for approximately 400 cars. 
·  Kings Car Park, Herston Road, Bowen Bridge Road (outside Royal Brisbane 

Hospital) 
·  Metro Car Park, Garrick Terrace Herston 
·  Kings Parking, Julia Street, Fortitude Valley 
·  Kings Parking, Warner Street, Fortitude Valley 
·  Secure Parking Pty Ltd, St Paul’s Terrace, Spring Hill 

By Taxi 
 
Taxi ranks will be established at: 

·  Gregory Terrace, between Anderson Street and Costing Street, with a feeder 
rank 
located in Anderson Street between Diggles Court and Gregory Terrace. 

·  Costin Street near main entrance Gregory Terrace (Disabled Taxis only). 
·   Alexandria Street at St Paul’s Terrace (Disabled Taxis only). 
·   O’Connell Terrace, adjacent to Bowen Park. 
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At Ekka  
�
 
Information Booths 
Located at: 

·  Entry Gate # 2 – St Paul’s Terrace 
·  Near the RNA Administration Office 
·  No.2 Oval 

 
Toilets 
There are a number of public toilets located throughout the Showgrounds.  There are 
also toilets for people with disabilities. 
 
Lost Children 
It is very important to establish a meeting place should any of your students become 
separated from your group.  Please familiarise yourself with the Lost Children’s Centre 
located at the Gregory Terrace Police Station and is open between 9am and 8.30pm.  
Please advise your students that this is a safe area for them to wait for you. 
 
Lost Property 
Lost property is located on Gregory Terrace, near Entry Gate # 1. 
 
First Aid 
The central first aid station is located at Gregory Terrace. Opening hours are from 8am 
to 10pm.  Two additional first aid stations will operate and are located on No. 2 Oval 
and the John McDonald Stand. 
 
If there is a medical emergency you can phone the Ekka Operations Centre on the 
Emergency Line: 3253 9200. 
 
Police 
Police headquarters are located at Gregory Terrace near Gate # 1. 
 
ATM Facilities 
There are ten ATM facilities located throughout the Showgrounds. 
 
Ekka Chill Out Zones  
There are two designated Chill Out Zones located: 

·  Stockmans Rest 
·  Opposite the Brisbane Markets Agricultural Hall 

Public Lockers 
Locker facilities are located around the Showgrounds. 
�
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Safety Around Animals at Ekka 
 
 
 
Ekka is all about animals.  However to ensure that your day is enjoyable and accident 
free, please encourage your students to treat animals with respect and caution required 
for their size.  Keep your students safe by talking to them about exercising common 
sense and taking a few extra safety measures around the animals. 
 
 
 

Stay Safe 
 
 

·  Keep a safe distance between you and the animal to avoid being kicked or 
stepped on. 

 
·  Avoid quick movements and remain calm and quite around the animals 

 
·  Livestock can kick forward, backward and sideways 

 
·  Move slowly in a single file around livestock 

 
·  Ask the owner if you may pat their animal 

 
·  When patting animals, touch them gently and don’t push and shove, particularly 

around the baby animals 
 

·  Always wash your hands after touching animals 
 

 
 
The RNA provides anti-bacterial handwashing cleaner for use after handling animals. 
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Ekka Survival Guide for Schools 

What to Bring 
 

·  For our beautiful Brisbane weather please remember to bring a hat and wear 
sunscreen and a jumper for the westerly winds 

 
·  Or a raincoat if the weather is uncertain 

 
·  Bring a bottle of water 

 
·  Encourage students to bring their own lunch, however we have many healthy 

food options at the Showgrounds 
 

·  Bring a pen to fill out the Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail Activity 
booklet 
 
 

School Group Identification 
 

·  Make sure your group is identified with either uniforms or name tags with the 
school’s name and contact number of the Teacher / Supervisor that will be with 
them at Ekka. Do not put the child’s name on the tag. 

 
 
 
Where do we go once we get to Ekka? 
 
There is so much to do and see at Ekka.  Plan your day before you get here so that 
you can see as much as possible.  Check the Ekka website to make sure you have the 
most up-to-the-minute information to make your day as seamless as possible. 
 

·  Grab a map or download one from the ekka website 
 

·  Pick up a Brisbane City Council Ekka Learning Trail Activity Book from the 
Brisbane City Council stand in the Woolworths Fresh Food Pavilion and get 
tracking!  Follow the trail all over the Showgrounds to interesting and exciting 
exhibits. 

 
 
When are the Ekka School Days? 
 
Ekka School Days are on the first and last Thursday and Friday of Show. 
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Contacts and Vital Information 
 
 
 
 
RNA Administration :   (07) 3852 1831 
The Administration Office hours are 7.30am to 8.30pm throughout Ekka. 
 
 
Address :  RNA Showgrounds 

600 Gregory Terrace 
Bowen Hills Qld 4010 

 
 
Entry from Bowen Bridge Road, O’Connell Terrace, Exhibition Street, St Paul’s 
Terrace, Costin Street and Gregory Terrace 
 
 
Website :     www.ekka.com.au 
 
 
For More Teacher Resources visit the Learning Fun page on the Ekka Website. 
 
 
Who to contact if you still have a question: 
 
Project Manager, Education 
Carlee Hay 
Phone: (07) 3253 3927 
Email: chay@rnashowgrounds.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


